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Congratulations to 
Anna Bakker-Anderson, a 
Language Arts teacher at 
Dodge Middle School, and 
Josh Hall, an Art teacher at 
Farmington High School, 
on being chosen as the 
Farmington Teachers of 
the Year! Each school year 
Farmington Area Public 
Schools teachers vote for 
who should be the Farm-
ington Teacher of the Year. 
This year the nominees 
were so exceptional that 
they couldn’t choose just 
one. Bakker-Anderson and 
Hall teach different grades 
and different subjects at 
different schools but they 
have some important things 
in common – especially a 
love of their students and 
a belief  in building strong 
relationships with learners. 

Bakker-Anderson has 
been teaching in Farming-
ton for the past six years, 
having previously taught at 
Willmar Senior High. She 
was inspired to become a 
teacher by an experience 
that happened in her own 

8th grade Language Arts 
class: “When I was in 8th 
grade, my Language Arts 
teacher gave us an informa-
tive speech assignment. 
While most kids stood 
at the front of the room 
explaining the finer points 
of hockey or the best things 
about owning a Labrador, I 
gave an informative speech 
about Art Fry, the inventor 
of the Post-it Note.

“Now, it didn’t take me 
long to figure out why more 
students hadn’t selected of-
fice products as their topic 
of interest, but it probably 
is one of the more vivid 
memories I have of being 
really vulnerable in front of 
a classroom. I stood there 
failing to impress any of 
the cool kids, while at the 
same time watching my 
teacher, Mrs. Cox, nodding 
and smiling in the back row.  
She had put down her pen 
and was visibly enjoying me 
sharing my passion… even 
if  it was for the love of a 
Post-it.

“Fast forward a couple 
of decades and now I’m 
the 8th grade Language 
Arts teacher with my own 
classroom full of students. 
A classroom I want to make 
sure gives students a place 
to share their passions, 
write their truths, and is 
a safe place to have hard 
discussions about things 
that matter.”

When she’s not in the 
classroom, Bakker-Ander-
son enjoys spending time 
with her husband and two 
children, knitting, cross 
stitch, jigsaw puzzles, and 
watching anything on the 
BBC. Unsurprisingly, she 
also loves to read. She loves 
her favorite book, Jane Eyre 
by Charlotte Bronte, so 
much that she has collected 
over 200 unique editions.

Josh Hall has been teach-
ing for twenty-two years, 
sixteen of those years in 
Farmington. “My teaching 
philosophy is simple,” he 
said, “students do not care 
how much I know, until 

they know how much I care. 
My hope is for my students 
to always know that I care 
about their success as an 
individual within my class-
room.”

As a ceramics teacher, 
Hall encourages his students 
to focus on the skill set of 
creating art rather than try-
ing to create a masterpiece. 
“If  they have the patience 
and ability to reflect on 
their creative process, they 
may just amaze themselves 
and others with the pieces 
they create,” he said. 

Hall’s class is about more 
than art skills, it’s about life 
skills: showing up on time, 
working hard, and taking 
constructive feedback. His 

students learn to reflect 
and revise on the creative 
process and to defend their 
work in an appropriate 
manner. These are skills 
that students will carry with 
them and use wherever they 
go and whatever they do in 
the future.  

When asked about the 
best part of his job, Hall 
answered, “The amazing 
pieces of Art my students 
create. When the students 
who I thought disliked me, 
come back and thank me 
for pushing them outside of 
their comfort zone.”

Outside of teaching, Hall 
enjoys spending time with 
his family and supporting 
them in their activities. 

Josh Hall (center), Farmington Teacher of the Year, with some of his students.

Anna Bakker-Anderson, Farmington Teacher of the Year. 

This year teachers at 
both Riverview Elementary 
and Farmington Elementa-
ry applied for and received 
the No Child Left Inside 

Grant from the Department 
of Natural Resources. The 
DNR No Child Left Inside 
Grant was based on recent 
and emerging research 

indicating that students 
are increasingly discon-
nected from nature and 
getting more people into the 
outdoors is crucial for the 
future stewardship of Min-
nesota's natural resources. 
The purpose of these mini-
grants is to support and 
increase efforts to expand 
programming that connects 
youth to the outdoors.

At Farmington Elemen-
tary, Susan Fagnant and 
Chris Caduff applied for 
and received the grant. They 
will use the grant funds to 

2019 Farmington Teachers of the Year: 
Anna Bakker-Anderson & Josh Hall

Caroline Bussmann and Rick Yonker with three Riverview
Elementary students showing off their new snowshoes.

Photos courtesy of Caroline Bussmann.

RVES & FES Receive No 
Child Left Inside Grant 

No Child Left Inside Grant 
cont. on Page 2
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North Trail Elementary 4th Graders 
Solve Real-world Problems 

This winter fourth grade students at North Trail 
Elementary have been getting their hands dirty in the 
pursuit of science. The students, led by North Trail Science 
Specialist Katie Bellmont, are working to answer a real-
world problem by exploring evidence around a landslide 
that happened in Washington in 2014. They are trying to 

figure out the cause of the landslide in order to prevent or 
prepare for future events like it. Each lesson is designed 
to allow the students to collect more evidence around the 
cause of the landslide. For example, in one lesson they 
modeled how rain affects soil by creating a cliff  and using 
a rain bottle to watch a mini-landslide happen. At the 

end of the unit, the learners will propose an engineering 
solution to prevent future landslides. This is one example 
of how Farmington Area students are pursuing the latest 
science standards with hands-on learning at every level

North Trail Elementary students study the erosion process and consider engineering solutions to landslides.

Elizabeth Holz (center) receiving her SEAC Hero Award at Boeckman 
Middle School.

purchase snowshoes as well 
as bird feeders and binocu-
lars for a bird-watching sta-
tion, some outdoor learning 
benches, and professional 
development for teachers on 
outdoor learning.  

Caroline Bussmann, a 

teacher at Riverview El-
ementary, decided to apply 
for the DNR grant after 
having been turned down 
for a different grant last 
year. “With the river and 
all the trails around RVES, 
it would be great to use 

inquiry year-round outside,” 
she said.  

“I was so excited to 
get confirmation from the 
DNR that my RVES grant 
was selected!  We were able 
to get 69 sets of snowshoes 
that will fit K students to 
adults at RVES.  Having 
the snowshoes will allow 
students to move science 
outdoors in the winter and 
it will give them a chance 
to get exercise while doing 
it. We are excited to explore 
our winter surroundings 
at RVES and to be able to 
make observations, use in-
quiry to guide our personal-
ized learning, and to get out 
moving more in the winter,” 
said Ms. Bussmann.

2019 SEAC 
Hero Awards 

Picture and article courtesy of 
Heather Bergstrom

The Farmington Special 
Education Advisory Council 
(SEAC) is pleased to announce 
the winners of the 2019 SEAC 
Hero Award. This award is given 
to recognize people in the Farm-
ington Area Public Schools com-
munity who have gone above and 
beyond to make a difference in 
the lives of our special education 
students. Awards were presented 
to the recipients around Inclusive 
School Week, December 2-6, 
2019.  

This year the awards went to:

• Elizabeth Holz, SPED Teacher 
at Boeckman Middle School

• Michelle Thompson, SPED 
Teacher at Riverview Elemen-
tary 

• MaryAlice Langevin, SPED 
Teacher at Riverview Elemen-
tary 

• Alysha Olson, SPED Teacher at 
Riverview Elementary 

• Sally VanValkenberg, Admin-
istrative Assistant at Riverview 
Elementary 

• Karen Vickery, SPED Para-
professional at Riverview 
Elementary 

• Rachel Olson, PhyEd Teacher 
at Riverview Elementary 

• Alice Jacobs, 4th Grade Student 
at Meadowview Elementary 

• Scott Cooper, SPED Teacher at 
Akin Road Elementary 

• Shannon Newman, Swim Les-
son Instructor for Community 
Education

• Brett Holland, Bus Driver 

Congratulations to these 
award winners, and thank you 
for helping to make our schools 
a more inclusive place for all 
learners!

If  you know of someone 
who deserves a SEAC Hero 
Award, nominations can be sent 
to Heather Bergstrom, hberg-
strom@farmington.k12.mn.us, 
in the special education office 
anytime throughout the year 
to be considered for next year’s 
awards. 

No Child Left Inside Grant
cont. from Page 1

Alice Jacobs, 4th Grade Student at Meadowview Elementary, receiving 
her SEAC Hero Award
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Delivering Students Safely to
Farmington’s Schools Since 1948!

5119 W. 212th St., Farmington
651-463-8689 www.minnesotacoaches.com

For a Rewarding Job Opportunity
Stop In and See the Difference!

CHARTER SERVICES - Motor coaches,mini-coaches or school buses,we provide

safe,clean, friendly,and timely charter transportation services for groups of all sizes

across town and across country.Overnight and extended trip options are available.

PROUD PARTNER OF
FARMINGTON SCHOOLS

Jacalyn Eisenzimmer contributed to this article.

Safety patrols have been a valuable ser-
vice leadership opportunity for Meadowview 
Elementary students since the school opened. 
Recently, Meadowview added a bus patrol 
program to their roster of school-age leader-
ship opportunities. Safety patrol members 
are responsible for helping young pedestrians 

across the street safely, while bus patrol mem-
bers assist students in practicing safe conduct 
on buses. All patrol members are expected to 
lead their peers by setting a positive example. 

This year the Meadowview safety patrol 
and bus patrol members participated in their 
first annual safety pledge with Officer Tom 
Strese from the Farmington Police Depart-

ment. This pledge allows the patrols to be 
acknowledged and take ownership of their 
duties. “This experience is invaluable. The 
partnership with the PD is a neat commu-
nity connection that we want to continue to 
foster and grow,” said Jacalyn Eisenzimmer, 
Meadowview Elementary Teacher and Patrol 
Supervisor.

Each year, fifth graders at Akin Road Elemen-
tary receive a special visit from members of VFW 
Post 7662 in Farmington. The veterans demon-
strate how to properly fold the flag and explain 
what each fold represents. Each visiting veteran 
explains how and why they joined the service - most 
were drafted - what their training was like, which 
branch of the military they were in, and what their 
responsibilities were. Then the students have time 
to ask questions. Most want to know about the 
food they ate and how long they were away from 
their family. At the end, the veterans give each 
student a small American flag and a brochure on 
flag etiquette to take home.

Before the veterans visit, America’s White Table 
by Margot Raven is read to the fifth graders. “We 
talk about how the table is set up, but no one will 

sit at it, as it is a symbol for those soldiers that did 
not make it home. The table is on display the week 
before through the week after the veterans visit,” 
explained Brenda Bergman, Akin Road Teacher. 

The fifth graders all write letters thanking 
veterans for their service. The letters are displayed 
on the wall where the veterans speak as well at the 
white table. After the veterans visit, the letters are 
taken down and brought to the VFW. They put 
the letters into care packages that are being sent 
to soldiers overseas. This is a powerful learning 
experience for the students that they remember for 
years to come.

MVES Safety and Bus Patrol members attended a Twins game at the end of the year as a “thank you” for all their hard work.  The Twins game was 
made possible through generous donations by the MVES PTP, Dakota Electric and a Chick-Fil-A Fundraiser.  Picture courtesy of Jacalyn Eisenzimmer.

Officer Strese with a young patrol member after taking the safety 
pledge. Picture courtesy of Jacalyn Eisenzimmer.

Members of the VFW speak with Akin Road Elemen-
tary students and demonstrate how to properly fold the 

flag. Photos courtesy of Brenda Bergman.

Akin Road Elementary 
Students Honor Veterans

Meadowview Elementary Safety 
and Bus Patrols Offer Service 

Leadership Opportunities
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The annual 8th grade career fair, which took 
place at Boeckman Middle School on Decem-
ber 12th, was a successful day of learning for all 
involved. Students rotated through four stations 
throughout the building. In one area they ques-
tioned a panel of representatives from postsecond-
ary educational institutions including public col-
leges, private universities, and two-year vocational 
schools. In a second area they heard from local 
professionals about the job application process, in-
terviews, and how to find success in a first job. In 
a third area middle school students met with high 

school 
students 
to talk about the transition to high school 
and the various paths open to them. The 
fourth and final section was an expo of 
local businesses. This is always a favorite 
with students as they get a front row seat 
and hands-on view of many different types 
of careers including law enforcement, 

the medical field, technology-
focused jobs and more. Students 
were encouraged to explore all 
the jobs represented and to speak 
with the representatives about 
their jobs and training. This is 
an invaluable experience for our 
middle school students as they 
prepare for high school and life 
beyond.

8th Grade Learners 
Attend Career Fair 

Photos courtesy of Jason Berg

McDonald’s of Eagan, Farmington, Rosemount. Locally Owned, Local Minded.

Apply online at
www.butlermcd.com

A job at McDonald’s means you can
work on getting:
• Your college diploma with tuition assistance
• Your high school diploma
• Higher education advisory counseling

A job at McDonald’s means more
than a paycheck
• Flexible hours
• Competitive pay
• Paid time off
• Leadership opportunities
• Health insurance available

oldnational.com

Strengthening the fabric
of our community.

Farmington 324 Oak St | 612-656-3758

Article and picture courtesy of Frank 
Siegler.

Halley Weinberger of 
Farmington, MN, a senior at 
Farmington High School, is the 
gold medal winner of the annual 
Voice of Democracy contest 
sponsored by Farmington’s 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) 
Post 7662. 

“This year’s theme is ‘What 
Makes America Great’. We had 
almost 100 participants” VFW 
Post 7662 Commander Ron 
Ersfeld said.

Ms. Weinberger received 
her award certificate and medal 
plus a check for $150 at the 
annual Patriotic Day held at the 
Farmington High School on 
November 7th.

Halley is an honor student, 
musician and was voted Home-
coming Queen. She is the daugh-
ter of Jeff  and Shelly Weinberger 

and will now compete at the 
VFW district level, Ersfeld said.

Farmington’s VFW Post 7662 
is one of 35 posts in District 2. 
There are nine VFW districts 
in Minnesota for a total of 213 
posts. Each of the nine districts 
selects a winner by November 15 
to compete for the state title. The 
state winner is selected December 
14 and announced on January 
18 and then competes at the 
national level.

Voice of Democracy (VOD) 
is an annual nationwide scholar-
ship program sponsored by 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW). It is an audio-essay 
contest for high school students 
in grades 9-12. The program 
annually provides more than $2.3 
million in scholarships. The first-
place winner, who competes with 
all the first-place VFW Depart-
ment (state) winners, receives a 
$30,000 scholarship.

Besides competing for the top 
scholarship prize, as well as other 
national scholarships ranging 
from $1,000 to $16,000, each 
Department's (state) first-place 
winner receives an all-expense-
paid trip to Washington, D.C. in 
March (annually).

The program is endorsed 
by the National Association of 
Secondary School Principals and 
is designed to foster patriotism 
by allowing students the oppor-
tunity to voice their opinion in a 
three- to five-minute essay based 
on an annual theme selected by 
the VFW Commander-in-chief 
and announced in May of each 
year.

For more information about 
next year’s contest, contact 
Frank Siegler at the VFW Post 
7662 in Farmington or email at 
post7662@gmail.com.

(l to r) Ron Ersfeld, VFW Post 7662 Commander, Halley Weinberger, 
Jon Holmes, Farmington High School.

Farmington VFW 
Contest Winner
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Everything is Possible Day & Live 
to Give at Farmington Elementary 

Above: Farmington Elementary students listening to a special guest speaker. Photo courtesy of Jennifer Venz.

Below: Farmington Elementary students listening to Nic Van Wechel, a Farmington student, talk about how he 
works hard every day even though he has cerebral palsy. Photo courtesy of Jennifer Venz.

Farmington Elementary students eating lunch in small groups and
discussing perseverance. Photo courtesy of Jennifer Venz

Learners at Farmington Elementary study and 
practice seven mindsets throughout the course of 
the school year to help them build successful lives. 
Each grade has a mindset that they focus on, and 
they have a special day full of activities that help 
them gain a better understanding of that mindset. 
In September the whole school focused on ac-
countability. In November Farmington Elementary 
second graders celebrated “Everything is Possible 
Day” during which they took a closer look at perse-
verance and having a growth mindset.  

Everything is Possible Day began with special 
guest speakers who talked to the students about 
how they have persevered in their lives. Nic Van 
Wechel began participating in this day as a speaker 
when he was in first grade, this year he is a sixth 
grader at Boeckman Middle School. Nic shared 
with students how he works hard every day despite 
having cerebral palsy. 

Mike Scott, a custodian at Farmington Elemen-
tary, was another guest speaker. When he was in 
second grade, Mr. Scott had trouble focusing and 
his teacher recommended building model cars as 
something that might help. In addition to helping 
him focus, this hobby has turned into a passion and 
point of pride of Mr. Scott. He has been published 
in magazines and attends national conventions to 
exhibit the cars he has created.

The final guest speaker was Matty Robson, a 
young man with autism. He shared what he views 
as the best things about himself  and discussed with 
students how he is more like them than different. 
After listening to the speakers, the students listened 
to a story read by Mrs. Bollesen and then ate to-
gether in the gym in small groups where they talked 
about some things they learned from the morning.

The afternoon of Everything is Possible Day 
was filled with activities for the students. They 

learned some sign language from two fifth grade 
students who use American Sign Language to com-
municate with their mother. 

They watched a video about a man named 
Richie Parker who was born without arms and is 
now an engineer for NASCAR.  After the video 
they practiced doing everyday tasks without the use 
of their arms. They also watched a short video on 
Henry Ford and then were tasked with making a 
car of their own. 

Finally, they watched a video about having a 
growth mindset and created growth mindset catch-
ers. In this group they also played a game where 
they had to work together to get from one side 
of the “minefield” to the other by following the 

correct pattern. It was a day full of learning and 
growth for all involved.  

During the month of December students fo-
cused on the “Live to Give” mindset. For a deeper 
study of this mindset, fifth grade students led a 
school-wide service project. They chose to help 
Last Hope, a Farmington based organization that 
finds forever homes for cats and dogs. Students 
collected money as well as dog and cat food, kitty 
litter, and puppy treats to help offset the costs for 
foster families. Their goal was to raise a total of 
$700. 

Other mindsets they will study this year are: 
Attitude of Gratitude, Passion First, We are Con-
nected, and The Time is Now.
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Farmington students consistently score above the national norm in reading 
and math on the NWEA assessment. This test, administered to second 
through eighth graders each fall and spring, also shows significant growth 
by learners over the course of the school year. 

Farmington Students Are 
College and Career Ready 

Formal learning assessments, more 
commonly known as tests, are only one way 
that learning is measured and evaluated in 
Farmington Area Public Schools. Students 
are given many opportunities to demon-
strate both knowledge and skill at every 
level throughout their time in Farmington 
Schools. As a part of a comprehensive 
learning assessment, formal exams play an 
important role in measuring growth over 
time and ensuring students are ready for life 
beyond high school.

For our younger learners, the NWEA 
MAP assessment is a powerful tool which 
provides timely feedback to help learners 
make real progress each school year. The 
NWEA is administered each fall and spring 
to learners in grades 2-8. Farmington district 
averages consistently score at or above the 

national average and the data shows that they 
make significant progress over the course of 
the school year. For a more complete view 
of student growth, educators compare each 
learner’s spring scores with their scores from 
the previous spring (when available). Accord-
ing to the data, the percentage of Farming-
ton students meeting the growth targets for 
their grade routinely exceed the national 
norm. This is very encouraging data for our 
teachers and students.

At the high school level, the ACT is one 
of the most important learning assessments 
students will take. The ACT is a national 
standardized test developed to determine 
college readiness for high school students and 
college admissions. Farmington High School 
offers the ACT to all 11th grade students 
once a year during the school day. Nearly all 

FHS students take the ACT and the district 
uses their best score in each subject since 
many choose to take the test more than once. 
The FHS class of 2019 had a combined top 
composite score of 21.3. The state aver-
age is 21.4 and the national average is 20.8. 
Those in the class of 2019 who chose to take 
the ACT two or more times had an average 
composite score of 22.4, well above state and 
national averages. This is significant because 
it shows that the majority of FHS students 
are ready for college as they approach gradu-
ation, whether they choose to attend a four-
year university, a two-year school, a trade 
school or other post-secondary training. 
Each day Farmington students are working 
to build successful futures for themselves and 
Farmington schools are working to support 
them in every way. 

Be a Friendly Presence at 
Boeckman Middle School

Everyone knows that elementary schools need 
volunteers. Once an elementary student has tran-
sitioned to middle school, it might seem difficult 
to stay involved but at Boeckman Middle School 
family and community members are encouraged 
to take part in a program called Friendly Presence. 
“Our children spend a large portion of their time 
at school and we feel middle school is an important 
time for our children to have an adult presence 
around them. Developmentally, adolescents are 
looking for independence and may act like they 
don’t want adults in their lives to achieve this inde-
pendence, but actually, they yearn for the support 
of adult presence in their development,” said Me-
gan Blazek, Boeckman Middle School Principal.

Friendly Presence volunteers take part in many 
different activities from simply being in the halls 
between and during classes to eating lunch with the 

students. They might help organize games during 
recess, create positive messages around the build-
ing, assist teachers, or help learners with course 
work and time management skills. Volunteers can 
choose their time and have input in their activities. 
As part of the orientation process, all voluneteers 
are asked if  they have any particular talents or 
skills they would like to put to use while involved in 
the Friendly Preceses program. 

All Friendly Presence volunteers must attend 
an orientation session and complete a background 
check. Orientations are offered several times at the 
beginning of the school year and once a month 
throughout the year, so new volunteers can join 
any time. If  you’re interested in joining the Friendly 
Presence program at Boeckman Middle School, 
please visit:  http://bit.ly/friendlyBMS

Meadowview Students Raise 
Awareness and Socks for The Link

Meadowview Paw 
Reps with some of 
their donations. 

Article and picture courtesy of Rebecca Bican.

Throughout the month of November, Mead-
owview Elementary Paw Reps collected 743 pairs 
of new socks to donate to The Link in Apple 
Valley. The Link is a local charity that works with 
youth and families to overcome the impacts of pov-

erty and social injustice. The socks were collected 
to benefit their C.O.R.E. (Community, Outreach, 
Resources and Engagement) Drop In Center.  
C.O.R.E provides a place where at-risk youth who 
are currently experiencing homelessness can seek 
support and assistance. 

The idea for this 
collection was a 
grassroots effort that 
was orchestrated and 
promoted by the 3rd, 
4th, and 5th grade 
student leadership 
group at Meadowview. 
The students generated 
the idea by doing some 
research to find out the 
needs within our local 
community. Together, 
they brainstormed 
what they could do to 
make the most impact 
in the last 3 weeks 
of November. After 
speaking with our 360 
Communities Social 
Worker, the students 
decided to raise aware-
ness about The Link 
and the need for clean, 
warm socks at the 
shelter.

GO
TIGERS!
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October: Riverview 
Elementary Running Club 

The Riverview Elementary School 
Running Club was named the Farming-
ton Area Public Schools Healthy Hero 
for the month of October! At the begin-
ning of the school year, Rachel Olson, 
Riverview Elementary Physical Educa-
tion Teacher, invited all members of the 
RVES community to join her in running 
a 5K at the Big Woods Run on October 
12th. As a part of preparing for the Big 
Woods Run, all fifth grade students were 
invited to participate in a running club. 
They met for five weeks leading up to 
the main event and worked to gradually 
improve their running. 

Although this opportunity has been 
open to fifth graders previously, this year 
they had a record 35 students participate. 
They began with short runs, working on 
pacing and practicing running with a 
buddy. The students gradually increased 
their running distance based on their 
individual ability level. On the final day 
students could choose to run a 5K or a 2 
mile path. As they completed their final 
run, all students were cheered on by fam-
ily, friends and school staff. 

“I love this because it's for every 
kid. You don't have to be fast or play 
sports… just run at your own pace and 
finish. They cheer just as loud for the last 
person as they do for the first! Students 
learn self-motivation, goal setting, and 
most of all have confidence in themselves 
to accomplish something not everyone 
can do!” said Olson. 

Adia Lien, a 5th grade running club 
member from Mr. Erbes' class said, "I 
love running club because you get to run 
with your friends and it's fun!"

Thank you to all the running club 
participants and their families for setting 
a positive example of wellness in our 
schools and community. 

November: Jen Rauk
Jen Rauk, the Media Specialist at 

Dodge Middle School was chosen as the 
November 2019 Healthy Hero. Rauk was 

nominated by her colleagues Lorraine 
Kennedy and Connie Berg for her posi-
tive example of eating well and staying 
active. She is a known runner and has 
been seen eating her veggies in the lunch-
room, but for Rauk wellness is largely 
about balance. 

“I try to eat healthy and I have found 
a love of brussel sprouts over the last few 
years — but I still love snickers after a 
long run,” she said. 

As for fitness, she said, “I do love run-
ning. I run between 20-30 miles a week 
all year long. Interestingly, I have never 
run a full marathon. I think that is too 
much running.” 

Although she may not be a mara-
thon runner, Rauk does spend a great 
deal of time running. She tries to run at 
least one race per month and often runs 
more. She’s even been known to run two 
races in one day! Think vacation means 
a break in running? Not for Rauk. She 
enjoys getting a unique view of new loca-
tions by running when on vacation. 

While running is her primary form of 
fitness, Rauk does enjoy staying active 
in other ways with her family. “This last 
summer I went on a youth trip with my 

tenth grader. We backpacked through 
the Gallatin National Forest. We covered 
over 50 miles in 4.5 days. We carried 
everything we needed in our packs; they 
weighed about 50 pounds. It was tough, 
but the views were amazing,” she said.

Thank you to Ms. Rauk for setting 
a positive example of wellness in our 
schools and community. 

December: Jen Venz
Jen Venz, Farmington Elementary 

School Counselor, was chosen as the 
December 2019 Healthy Hero. Last 
spring, during the Franks for Fathers 
event that FES holds, Venz asked some 
high schoolers to partner with some of 
the elementary students. When she saw 
their interactions, it sparked the idea 
for a longer-term partnership. For four 
weeks, high schoolers showed up before 
school to play basketball with elementary 
students. They focused on sportsmanship 
and just having fun. Both the younger 
and the older students enjoyed it. One 
high schooler was quoted as saying, 
“This is the absolute best way to start my 
day!”

More than just a fun game of basket-
ball, Venz saw the kids connecting on a 
deeper level. “They were building a sense 
of community,” she said. 

Venz also organized a “purposeful 
play” program between FES kindergar-
teners and Boeckman Middle School 8th 
graders. These students met eight times 
in the fall and will come back together in 
the spring. This program allowed eighth 
graders to mentor with a concentration 
on helping kids understand their emo-
tions and build teamwork skills.  

     Venz feels that many children 
grow up lacking the skills of compro-
mise and conflict resolution that they 
once learned through neighborhood 
play. She has researched the benefits of 
increased playtime for young learners 
and is creating opportunities that fulfill a 
need among our students. For supporting 
our students’ social-emotional health, 
Venz was nominated for and chosen as a 
Farmington Area Public Schools Healthy 
Hero. Congratulations, Ms. Venz! 

Farmington Area Public 
Schools Healthy Heroes are 
members of our school com-
munity who have made posi-
tive changes to enhance well-
ness in their lives or the lives 
of others. They are selected 
from nominations submitted 

to our Farmington Area Pub-
lic Schools Wellness Com-

mittee. For more information 
about the wellness committee 

please visit our website.

Fall & Winter

2019 Riverview Elementary 5th Grade Running Club 

Jen Rauk, DMS Media Specialist and November 2019 Healthy Hero. 

Jen Venz, Farmington Elementary Counselor and 
December 2019 Healthy Hero

Jen Venz (second from the right) with her family.
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JANUARY:
13 School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m., 

FHS Room 1201
16 FHS 2 hour Early Release; Parent 

/ Teacher Conferences 
20 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

NO SCHOOL
24 FHS One Act Play, 6 p.m. &

7:30 p.m. at the Boeckman 
Middle School Theater

25 Farmington Community Expo,
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. at FHS

27 School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m., 
Farmington City Hall 

28 Wee Tigers Open House for 
2020/2021

FEBRUARY:
3 Speaking of Kids, 7 p.m. in

Lakeville 
10 School Board Meeting,

6:30 p.m., FHS Room 1201; FHS 
Jazz Concert, 6 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.

14 Flexible Learning Day 
17 Presidents Day - NO SCHOOL
24 School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m., 

Farmington City Hall

MARCH:
6 Staff Development Day

NO SCHOOL
9 School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m., 

Farmington City Hall; Speaking 
of Kids, 7 p.m. at MVES 

16 Band Juilee, 7 p.m. at FHS 
17 Choirpalooza, 7 p.m. at FHS 
23-27 Spring Break - NO SCHOOL
30 School Resumes 

APRIL:
6 FHS Percussion Concert, 7 p.m. 
10 NO SCHOOL
13 NO SCHOOL - School Board 

Meeting, 6:30 p.m., FHS
Room 1201

23 FHS Spring Play, 7 p.m. at the 
Boeckman Middle School 
Theater

24 FHS Spring Play, 7 p.m. at the 
Boeckman Middle School 
Theater

25 FHS Spring Play, 7 p.m. at the 
Boeckman Middle School 
Theater

27 School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m., 
Farmington City Hall

MAY:
2 FHS Cabaret, 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
7 District Art Show 
11 School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m., 

FHS Room 1201
18 FHS Band Concerts, 6 p.m. &

7:30 p.m.
25 Memorial Day - NO SCHOOL 
26 School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m., 

Farmington City Hall
28 FHS Choir Concerts 6 p.m. &

8 p.m.

Upcoming
Events

Farmington Community Expo — 
a Place to Celebrate Community!

Farmington High School will 
be the place to be on Saturday, 
January 25, 2020 from 9 a.m. - 12 
p.m. as “everything Farmington” 
will be shared and celebrated at 
the annual Farmington Com-
munity Expo.

This popular, annual event in 
Farmington has always been a 
great opportunity for community 
members to come together, share 
resources and grow relationships. 
Organizations and businesses 
that support residents of all 
ages will have display tables and 
informational handouts available. 

Program and activity informa-
tion will also be available from 
the City of Farmington, and 
Farmington Area Community 
Education. Find out the latest 
happenings in Farmington Area 
Public Schools, watch demon-
strations from school clubs and 
see local dancers perform. 

Come and learn about the 
resources, businesses and organi-
zations that make Farmington a 
great place to live, work and play. 
Meet your neighbors and make 
new friends at the warmest spot 
in Farmington the last Saturday 

in January! 

The Farmington Expo is 
sponsored by the City of Farm-
ington, Farmington Commu-
nity Education, Dakota County 
Tribune and the Farmington 
Business Association. The event 
is free and open to the public. 

The Farmington High School 
is located at 20655 Flagstaff  
Avenue, Farmington, MN. Visi-
tors should enter the east doors 
of the school marked #29. More 
information is available at www.
farmingtonCE.com or by calling 
651-460-3200.

As winter weather is once again upon us, here is a brief  
overview of some key points regarding weather-related school 
closings and flexible learning days.  

The Decision to Close Schools
•  The closing of school for inclement weather 

is a serious matter. This type of decision impacts 
virtually everyone in the entire district. Student safety 
is the prevailing factor in reaching this decision. A 
decision on school closure is made as early as possible 
after consultation with officials from the Weather 
Bureau, county road crews, the District’s Buildings 
and Grounds Department, the bus company, and 
neighboring school district superintendents.

•  After-school activities: A decision regarding 
after-school activities will be made as weather and 
road conditions are monitored throughout the day

•  Kid Connection: If  schools are closed for in-
clement weather, Kid Connection will also be closed. 

Communication of School Closings
If  schools are closed due to inclement weather, families 

will receive an automated phone call via the School Messenger 
service. In anticipation of this, please make sure your contact 

information is up-to-date with the school office.  

Announcements will be made on radio station WCCO and 
television stations WCCO, KSTP, KARE, and FOX, and the 
school district web page, www.farmington.k12.mn.us, prior to 
6:30 a.m. that school will be closed. Students should not report 
to school but should engage in flexible learning activities as 
assigned.  

Flexible Learning Day Expectations 
We are fortunate to be able to address a school closing very 

naturally, through flexible learning days. Our digital learning 
platform, 1:1 iPad deployment, and the fact that over 95% of 
our students have internet access in their home means that the 
learning does not stop. The first weather-related school closing 
of the year will be a flexible learning day. Here’s what to expect: 

•  Learning activities will be posted no later than 
10 a.m. 

•  Activities are designed by teachers to be com-
pleted by learners with minimal adult support.

•  Teachers will be available digitally throughout 
these days via email and/or Schoology.

•  Due dates for these activities will be flexible. 

•  Elementary teachers have been especially mind-
ful of the amount of work assigned to our younger 
learners on flexible learning days. The anticipated 
work times for elementary students are listed below 
by grade level. If  activities take longer than the times 
outlined below, please contact the teacher or building 
principals.

•  Kindergarten: 45 minutes - 1 hour

•  First Grade: 1-2 hours

•  Second Grade: 1 - 2 hours

•  Third Grade: 1.5 - 2.5 hours

•  Fourth Grade: 2 - 3 hours

•  Fifth Grade: 2 - 3 hours

Learn More
Additional information about winter weather practices and 

flexible learning days is available on our district website under 
Families > Winter Weather Information. Should you have any 
questions about these procedures, please feel free to contact 
your building principal or the Superintendent's Office at (651) 
463-5013.

Winter Weather RemindersWinter Weather RemindersWinter Weather RemindersWinter Weather Reminders
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